marriage, in dropping "plainness," and in cherishing theologies indistinguishable from their evangelical neighbors. Nevertheless, Healey finds that all three groups of Friends held on to the basic principle of Quakerism, namely the equality of all believers. Sooner than their United States counterparts, the three groups of Upper Canadian Friends were able to socialize and work together toward common goals. They were now an important part of Upper Canada's Protestant consensus, advocating temperance and abolition.
Is it true that by 1850 Orthodox Quakers in Ontario thought the key values of their faith were equality, peace, and simplicity? Or is that reading the record back from the present? Would not Orthodox Quakers have said that their basic tenet was evangelical Christianity: the infallibility of scripture, and acceptance of Jesus Christ as son of God and his death as atonement for the sins of mankind?
Healey does not see the fragmentation of the 1828 Hicksite-Orthodox separation (further divided in Upper Canada by the earlier separation of the Children of Peace) in a negative light. Instead, she applies a gendered analysis to conclude that the result was a happy initiation of Friends into mainstream society without a loss of their "unique values." These values, which she repeatedly identifies as equality, peace, and simplicity, then provided additional leaven for the reform movements of the larger society. Healey carefully traces the role and power of women within their various Quaker communities, and then later in the larger society. She finds this an extremely valuable contribution of Quakerism.
Unintentionally and ironically, Healey's study raises the issue of Quaker identity for today. Like so many contemporary scholars whose area is not 17th-century Quakerism, she takes a quick look at today's liberal version and transposes it back to George Fox. The result is a travesty of the faith experienced and preached by early Friends. Clues are the anachronistic use of the Hicksite term "Inner Light" and an absence of Fox's key statements such as "Christ is come to teach his people himself," and "the Power of the Lord is over all." But these criticisms are minor compared to the contribution of the author's research and findings in the main part of her study.
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